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F@R the post  l2  months l 've been work ing os o reseorch sc ient is t for the Por t

Siephens Greot  Lokes Mor ine Pork (PSGLMP) in  New Souih Woles (NSW),

Austro l io .  Hoving spent  the lost  10 yeors work ing on the conservot ion of

threotened morine species (such os seohorses ond shorks) for NSW Fisheries,

i t  wos refreshing io ioin the Morine Porks Authority. The PSGLMP is one of six

morine porks found in New South Woles ond is the lorgest, extending from

Port Stephens to Forster covering on oreo of 980 squore ki lometres. Thot's

one ond o hol f  t imes the s ize of  S ingopore l
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THE MARINE PARK
The morine oork is internotionollv renowned for i ts foniostic scuoo
diving, with the Fly Point sonctuory providing some o{ the best shore
dives in the world with i ts sponges ond soft corol gordens. The pork
hos o huge orroy of  mor ine species thot  inc lude bot t lenose dolphins,
green iurt les, grey nurse shorks, wondering olboiross, southern r ighi ond
humpbock wholes ond over 300 different species of f lsh. The woters
o f t hepo rko reo | sowhe re th " .W 'ond t rop i co | spec iesove r | op
in NSW, which meons i t 's  not  uncommon to see o t rop ico l  loggerheod
tur t le  swimming oround wi th  o co ldwoter  Austro l ion fur  seol l

RESEARCH AND PROTECTION
To ensure thot the morine protecied orec is working well,  i t  is importoni
io implement reseorch ond monitoring to ossess the effectiveness of
ihe mor ine pork zoning ond protect ion meosures.  This  is  where my iob
os o morine scientist becomes verv useful. The reseorch work in the
morine pork is very diverse; one doy the focus mighi be on counting
threotened grey nurse shorks whilst the next doy it  might be conducting
seo bird surveys from lond. This is whot mokes the iob so interesting
ond chol lenging,  you never  know which mor ine species you wi l l  be
reseorching nextl

UNDERSTANDING THE FISH
One of the moior reseorch proiects undertoken in the pork involves
scubo diving surveys where o teom of troined divers swim olong tope
measureWover rocky ree fscoun t ingo | | t hed i f f e ren tspec ies
of f ish, nudibronchs ond other bottom-dwell ing invertebrotes such os
urchins ond seo stors .  This  helos us understond how { ish ond other
morine onimols ore responding to the protected oreos. Other proiects
might involve the mopping of reef hobiiots,
monitoring locolised movements of
vorious f ish species by togging them (such
os seohorses ond ihe threotened block
cod) ond toking phoios of the different
mor ine onimols to  oss is t  wi th  communi tv
oworeness ond educot ion.
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KNOW YOUR FISH
l f  you ore interested in becoming o
morine scientist, i t 's importont thot you

complete o university degree os i i 's
very diff icult to get o iob without one. A
university degree is typicol ly three yeors.
However, completing on honours degree
or  PhD wi l l  increose the chonces of
gett ing employed. l t 's olso good to get

o lo i  o f  d iv ing exper ience ond,  whi ls t  you

ore underwoier, try to leorn the nomes
of the different f ish, corols, crobs ond
other creotures. A hondv hint thot I teoch
oiher divers ond snorkelers is to try ono
remember the nome of ot leost two f ish
species on every dive ond in no t ime
you' l l  be oble to  nome everyth ing

lOU See.  nc t

Dove Horost i  is  o mor ine scienl is t  who current ly

works os Reseorch Scientist {or the Port Slephens Greot

Loke Mor ine Pork.  In h is spore t ime he's f in ishing

his PhD on the conservot ion o{  sechorses ond is

exomining tne ro le thoi  mor ine protected oreos con

provide in their  protect ion.

He hos been div ing ior  12 yeors ond in thot  t ime

he hos developed o possion {or  mor ine l i {e ond

underwoter photogrophy.  He hos discovered mony

new mor i ne  spec ies  ( i nc l ud ing  l 4  new  spec ies  o f

nudibronchs f rom his bockyord in Nelson Boy).

However,  h is u l t imote gool  is  to d iscover o

new species of  seohorsel

AUSTRALIA

One o{  my
highl ights recent ly
wos the rescue
ond releose of o
boby green tur t le .
This smol l  boby
wos only oboui  o
month o ld when i t
wos rescued {rom
seogul ls  ot tock ing
i i  on the beoch.
I t  hod o smol l'Wout 

of its reor
dorsol  { in  so we

l} Sydney
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nomed the lurtle, 'Nick'. After o couple of doys
feeding ond looking q{ ter  Nick,  i t  wos t ime to

retur"n him io the oceon. lnsieod of releosing
himrol  one o{  ihe locol  beoches,  we took h im
o, long way of{  shore unt i l  we reoched the Eost
Ausi rq l ion Current  (EAC).  l t  wos here thot  Nick
wos releosed os boby turtles spend the first
couple of  yeors t rovel l ing oround on the oceon
cur ients;  never  reoching lond.  I  hopped in the

woter with him to soy goodbye ond toke one
{ inol  photo.  As I  sqw him disoppeor in to the
blue i t  reminded me of  the iur t les cru is ing ihe
EAC in the movie Finding Nemol
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